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Rotary Navigation 2012 
 

The Calder and Hebble Navigation provides a varied and interesting route between Horbury and 
Sowerby Bridge including mainly rural and occasionally industrial scenery along its route of canal 
towpaths and in some places single track riverside paths.  The whole walk is about 20 miles but with 
6 optional start or finish points walks from 4miles upwards are available to enable individuals to pick 
the distance and start and finish points which best suit them. We have provided brief descriptions of 
the walk between each of the start/finish points to assist personal choice. To assist in the manage-
ment of the walk we advise that anyone wanting to complete the full walk should start from Horbury 
and walk to Sowerby Bridge, this is for a number of reasons including the most difficult section of the 
walk between Mirfield and Brighouse is reached earlier and the public transport links and all day 
catering facilities are much better at Sowerby Bridge. 
 
Transport 
Registered walkers can take advantage of free transport to their preferred start point if required. 
Transport will not be provided at the end of your chosen walk, we therefore recommend that you 
choose to walk towards your home base or your means of transport home. Pick up points for trans-
port will be at the designated Start/Finish points and the buses will leave at the stated time. 
 
Route Stages 
Horbury to Dewsbury (4.5 miles)  
Entirely on canal tow paths with no road crossings required. The towpath can be muddy following 
wet weather and is a little uneven in places but is walk-able with a pushchair. Most of the way it is in 
a rural environment but becomes urbanised from Savile Town locks towards Dewsbury Basin. 
 
Dewsbury to Mirfield (4.5miles) 
From the Leggers Arms at Dewsbury Basin follow the canal towpath to Savilletown Locks and con-
tinue for about 1 mile onto the riverbank where the path becomes a little narrower for about a ½ mile 
(not ideal for pushchairs but just manageable). From Ravensthorpe into Mirfield on a good surfaced 
canal towpath. The latter stretch is a pretty mix of rural and light urban. 
 
Horbury to Mirfield (Direct 8 miles)  
As above and avoiding the turn to Dewsbury at Savilletown Lock. 
 
Mirfield to Brighouse (5miles) 
The most difficult section of the walk consists of a mix of canal, river and road. The road sections, 
which are mainly on pavements, are around Mirfield, Cooper Bridge and Brighouse and total approx. 
1.5 miles. Canal sections , although not paved, have good level paths. The paths on the river sec-
tions are generally narrow, uneven and muddy in wet conditions and are not suitable for pushchairs 
or for anyone unsteady on their feet. The scenery is a mix of rural and industrial. 
Stewards will be at all points on which the route is unclear.  
 
Brighouse to Elland (3 miles) – easy walking – pushchair friendly 
The walk starts at the public car park in Bethel Street, Brighouse and is entirely on level metalled 
paths to Elland where this section finishes at the Barge and Barrel public house. Suitable for push-
chairs. There are no road crossings and a bus service operates on the main road outside the Barge 
and Barrel (see wymetro.com). It is expected that refreshment facilities will be available at the Barge 
and Barrel and in Elland town centre – approx 400 metres away.  
 
Elland to Sowerby Bridge  (3miles) – easy walking – pushchair friendly 
The walk starts at the Barge and Barrel pub and is entirely on level metalled paths to Sowerby 
Bridge with no road crossings and mainly rural views. The path is suitable for push chairs but there a 
couple of places where carrying the child for very short distances is advisable e.g. lock gate bridge 
crossings. En route there are toilet opportunities and Sowerby Bridge has excellent refreshment and 
transport facilities (see wymetro.com). 
. 


