Specialist Palliative Care in Calderdale and Huddersfield

All patients with a life threatening condition will require good quality palliative care during their illness.  Much of this care will be provided by the patients’ usual medical and nursing teams.  Some patients will develop complicated symptoms, and access to, and advice from, Specialist Palliative Care Services may be required.

The providers of Specialist Palliative Care in Calderdale and Huddersfield, namely Kirkwood and Overgate hospices and Calderdale and Huddersfield NHS Foundation Trust Palliative Care Team, have jointly agreed eligibility criteria which are applied uniformly across the region.  

The eligibility criteria for Specialist Palliative Care are based on patient need not the patient’s diagnosis, so patients who meet the following criteria will be eligible for Specialist Palliative Care:

1.

The patient has active, progressive and potentially life threatening disease.


2.

The patient has unresolved complex needs that cannot be met by the caring team, or it is anticipated that the patient will develop such needs in the very near future.  These needs may be psychological, social, spiritual and/or physical.  Examples may include complicated symptoms, specialised nursing needs, difficult family situations, or ethical issues regarding treatment decisions.  


3.
The patient has recently been assessed by a member of one of the Specialist Palliative Care Teams.  

Referrals to the Specialist Palliative Care Service should be made on the appropriate referral form.  This will be a pink form in Calderdale and a green form in Huddersfield.  

A formal referral is not always necessary.  The teams are happy to discuss patients with all health professionals and to offer telephone advice at any time.  
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